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At the start of April,AmeriCorps-Cape Cod volunteers
placed fifty tree swallow nest boxes around the Trusts
sixty acres of protected open space known as the his-
toric Bank Street Bogs.In less than three hours with

post hole diggers and shov-
els in hand,and four dozen
d o nut holes later,
A m e riCorps members
installed the bird h o u s e s
w h i ch we re ge n e ro u s ly
donated by the Bird
Watchers General Store on
Route 6A in Orleans.

Soon, returning tree swal-
lows, and possibly eastern
bluebirds looking for nest-
ing sites, could be taking
up residence.

I r idescent bl u e - gre e n
ab ove and snowy white
b e l ow, the tree swa l l ow s

show up on Cape Cod around mid-April and can stay
into early fall before migrating south again for the win-
ter. Since these swallows prefer to nest in cavities near
open areas usually with water such as cranberry bogs
or coastal marshes,the birdhouses located along the
Bank Street Bogs are ideally situated.

If you are traveling along Bank Street this spring and
summer, check out the Trusts bogs stretching east,just
south of the Harbormasters workshop parking lot,or
park in the lot itself and take a short walk to the bogs.
Look for tree swallows performing their low-level glid-
ing maneuvers in search of insects.Watching these agile
birds is a real treat,especially when their deep blue-
green iridescent feathers flash in the sunlight.

. . .Three TVs,two box springs and a cardinal in a cedar
tree? The twelve days of Christmas it was not,but
AmeriCorps kept up their giving spirit in April by
removing four truckloads of debris from both the Coys
B rook Woodlands and the
f u t u re site of the Lee W.
Baldwin Nature Walk.

On their visit to the Coys
Brook Woodlands,the volun-
t e e rs landed themselves a
rusted out washing machine
hidden in the trees.The only
one upset about the removal
of the derelict machine was
a gro g gy white-fo o t e d
mouse who scampered from
its winter quarters and up
someones leg before retreat-
ing to the wo o d s .
AmeriCorps also netted an
a s s o rtment of discard e d
metal,a ragged tarp and bro-
ken bottles.

Visiting the Trusts four acres further south on Lothrop
Avenue yielded even more junk.AmeriCorps dove right
in, grabbing all sorts of long since abandoned debris on
and near the property. More precisely, the haul includ-
ed another major appliance,half a steel drum,one TV
antenna,three TVs,two boxsprings, numerous bottles,
chunks of twisted metal,miscellaneous trash and,to top
it off, t h i r ty-one automobile tire s . Thanks to
AmeriCorps,the Trust was able to clean up these two
scenic spots in one fell swoop.

ALL-TERRAIN AMERICORPS CLEANS
UP HCTS LANDS 

BIRD WATCHERS GENERAL STORE
DONATES FIFTY BIRDHOUSES! 

JA m e riCorps installed 50 tree swa l l ow nestboxe s , donated by the
Birdwatcher's General Store,around the Trust's 60 acres of protected
open space known as the Bank Street Bogs in Harwich Port.

ABOVE: More than 30 old tires,2 box springs,1 TV antenna,a washing machine and
other debris we re re m oved from HCT's four acres of open space on Lothrop Ave nu e .

RIGHT:AmeriCorps volunteers sharpen their tools
for habitat enhancement work at Thompson's Field.



AMERICORPS ENHANCES THE OPEN MEADOWS OF THOMPSONS FIELD 
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Hailing from as far away as Texas,California,Florida,and
even some place called Cotuit,AmeriCorps members
joined up with local citizen volunteers to enhance the
native habitat diversity of Thompsons Field by remov-
ing invasive plants encroaching on the open meadows
of the 57-acre Tow n - owned conservation are a .
Coordinated by the Town of Harwich Conservation
C o m m i s s i o n , the Harwich Conservation Trust and
Michelle Wood from AmeriCorps, the labor intensive
work concentrated on protecting the open fields in the
southern half of the conservation land.

As suggested in a land management plan which was
partially funded by HCT, drafted by The Compact of
Cape Cod Conservation Trusts in 1998,and adopted by
the Harwich Conservation Commission in 2000,hand
re m oval of the inva s i ve plants such as A s i a t i c
B i t t e rswe e t , Autumn Olive , Bush Honey s u ckle and
Multiflora Rose is the preferred method of control. In
1984, the Town purchased the open grasslands and
woods primarily to protect eight nearby public drink-
ing water wells.Herbicides can harm water quality and
too many heavy machines can damage the soil as well
as native plants,so volunteers fanned out with their
loppers,shears and saws.

Keep in mind that inva s i ve plants are usually non-native .
When introduced to a new area free of natural contro l s
l i ke herbivo re s , insects and parasites encountered in
their ori ginal home ra n ge ,i nva s i ves can ra p i d ly re p ro d u c e

and displace native ve ge t a t i o n .In turn , w i l d l i f e depen-
dent on native plants for fo o d ,shelter and nest sites can
s u ffe r. As native plants decre a s e ,w i l d l i f e va riety also
d e c re a s e s ,t h e re by affecting ove rall biodive rs i t y.

Totaling more than 350 hours of selective cutting,haul-
ing and burning of invasive plants,AmeriCorps volun-
teers, representatives of the Trust, the Town and The
Compact as well as enthusiastic vo l u n t e e rs fro m
Harwich, Brewster and Orleans helped preserve the
scenic open meadow s . A m e riCorps also built and
installed a bench donated to the Town by the Harwich
Conservation Trust.Swing by the southern Thompsons
Field parking area on Chatham Road,take the leisurely
looping trail to your left and soak in the open meadow
vistas from the new bench perched atop a grassy swale.

INVASIVE SPECIES FACTS
(Source: The Nature Conservancy, www.nature.org)

◆ Invasive species (including plants,animals,insects,fish,etc.) 
contribute to the decline of 46% of the imperiled or
endangered species in the U.S.

◆ I nva s i ves can hurt the economy by causing losses in agri c u lture,
forestry and fisheries,clogging waterways and fueling fires.

◆ Invasives cost the national economy an estimated $137 billion
per year, and it is increasing.

WATCH FOR HCTS NEW SIGNS 

OPEN SPACE TRIVIA: 

Look for the Trusts brand new sign on Lothrop Avenue
at the entrance to Coys Brook Woodlands,30 acres of
protected open space with trails offering distant marsh
views from tranquil pine woods. If you would like a
map of the scenic areas walking paths,just ask for a free
t rail guide at the Brooks Free Libra ry, H a r w i ch
Community Center or Harwich Town Offices.

Also watch for HCT's next sign which will stand on the
east side of Bank Street by the historic Bank Street
Bogs,over 60 acres of protected open space acquired
in June 2001. Sign Committee Chair Bill Baldw i n
deserves praise for coordinating the design and pro-
duction of these classy, eye-catching signs.

Each of the Cape’s fifteen towns has its own pri va t e , n o n - p ro fit land
t ru s t .

The Capes land trusts have perm a n e n t ly pre s e rved a combined total of
over 5,000 acres of open space on our fragile peninsula.

Founded in 1988, the Harwich Conservation Trust (HCT) is the Capes
yo u n gest land tru s t .

Since 1988, HCT has secured over 228 acres of protected open space
t h roughout the town of Harwich .

In 2001, the Harwich Conservation Trust pre s e rved over 96 acres of
open space, m o re than any other Cape land trust during the same
ye a r.

Since 1998,over 2,500 acres have been acquired on Cape Cod with near-
ly $65 million in Town Land Bank funds.

As of 1997, t h e re we re less than 12,000 vacant upland acres re m a i n-
ing on the Cape.

Remaining Town Land Bank funds could buy less than 10% of the re m a i n-
ing vacant upland.

O ver time, p rotecting open space will depend more and more on evo l v-
ing land acquisition part n e rships between land tru s t s , t ow n s , s t a t e
and fe d e ral agencies,.and most import a n t ly, c o n s e rva t i o n - m i n d e d
l a n d ow n e rs .

Land acquisition funds could also be stre t ched through bargain sales,
c o n s e rvation re s t rictions and land donations from pro p e rty ow n e rs .

(Sources:Cape Cod Commission and The Compact of Cape Cod
C o n s e rvation Tru s t s ,Inc.) 
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N ew contri b u t o rs always we l c o m e !

Meets eve ry third Th u rs d ay at
Cape Cod Fi ve Cents Savings Bank in Harwich Po rt .
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COMING

FOR LAND'S SAKE, DONATE
YOUR CAR TO HELP HCT. . . The Trust created a snazzy

NEW PAMPHLET

describing our history,
mission,accomplishments,
and ways to both save land
and enjoy tax-savings, too!

The HCT has entered into an arra n gement with
Automobile Donations Corporation II of Millis, MA
whereby people can dispose of unwanted automobiles
by donating them to the HCT, and thereby obtain a
charitable donation tax deduction for the value of the
automobile.

Automobile Donations Corporation II works directly
with the automobile owner to arrange for pick-up of
the automobile and its sale,retains 65% of the sale price
for its services and then distributes 35% of the sale pro-
ceeds to the HCT. The program works best with cars
valued at $500 or more. Anyone desiring to get rid of
that "gas guzzling polluter" and turn it into trees,can
contact Al Thibeault at 866-388-6200,designate the
HCT as your charitable choice,
and leave everything up to
them.

Thanks for your
open space support!

JO I N US . . . FO R LA N D’S SA K E
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